
Annual Review

2013

MESSAGE FROM 
NATUREWATCH 
FOUNDATION 
SEE PAGE 03

www.naturewatch.org

http://www.naturewatch.org


  

WELCOME/ 
CONTENTS 
 stray dog welfare - Ukraine
04 Continuing our work to help stray dogs in Eastern Europe

 badger cull
05 A shot in the dark!

          puppy farming
05 The Government buries its head in the sand

 animal experiments
06 The Government breaks its promise to reduce use of animals

 compassionate shopping   
      and L’Oréal boycott
07 More information on the EU cosmetics ban

 world animal day
08 A snapshot of events around the globe

 goodbye john
09 A tribute to Naturewatch Founder, John Ruane

 emergency appeal for     
     Ukraine’s animals
10 Help the innocent victims of Ukraine’s political and economic instablity

04 Stray dog welfare - Ukraine

08 World Animal Day - events from around the world

THANK YOU
MESSAGE

We are delighted to 
share our Annual Review 
2013. 

I hope you enjoy reading 
about our campaigns 
and projects, of which 
we are truly proud. 
We would like to take 
this opportunity to 
thank our wonderful 
supporters, who enabled 
us to achieve another 
outstanding year for the 
animals! 

For 23 years 
Naturewatch 
Foundation has strived 
to fulfil its mission to 
end animal cruelty. Our 
energy for continuing 
our work and achieving 
our goals is strong, but 
we can only do it with 
the help and generosity 
of animal lovers like you.

Thanks to your kind 
donations, order of a 
guide, or even sharing 
our messages on 
social media, we can 
continue to fight for the 

improvement of animal 
welfare standards 
worldwide.

Thanks to your letters 
and emails, more 
companies are writing 
to seek our cruelty-free 
endorsement. 

Thanks to you, our 
lobbying campaigns 
grow in influence every 
single day. 

Thanks to you, more 
compassionate people 
find out about our 
work and want to get 
involved. 
 
It’s people like you, 
joining forces, who 
make it possible for us to 
continue these projects.

So we thank you for 
your support this year 
and in advance for  your 
continued support.

If at all possible, and 
if you haven’t already 
done so, we would 

very much appreciate 
it if you could make a 
regular commitment 
to our work by setting 
up a monthly donation. 
This method of donating 
helps us plan ahead 
more effectively and 
it also allows you to 
spread your donations 
evenly throughout the 
year. 

Please complete the 
donation form on our 
website. Remember that 
your donation makes a 
difference, regardless of 
its size.

Your generosity has 
brought us such a great 
distance since 1991 – 
and we know we can 
rely upon you to help us 
continue our work. 

We are strong because 
of your support, and are 
looking to the future 
with BIG dreams for the 
animals. Together we 
can bring about a time 
when animals can live 

their lives without fear 
of cruel treatment. 

On behalf of all the 
animals we help every 
day, we thank you for 
allowing us to make the 
world a better place for 
them! 

We couldn’t have done 
all this work without 
you. 

All the best, 

Caroline Ruane
Director
 

Our Patrons

WEBSITE: www.naturewatch.org          EMAIL:  info@naturewatch.org          TWITTER:  @naturewatch_org

We are lucky enough to have a number of high profile patrons who support the work of Naturewatch 
Foundation, are able to raise our profile, support our cause and promote our work to a wide audience.

We are very to grateful for all the work that our patrons undertake on our behalf and for the support that they 
have provided over the last 20 years.

Pollyanna Pickering    Jenny Seagrove

Chris Packham     The Late Princess Elisabeth de Croÿ

Hayley Mills     The Late Alexandra Bastedo

10 Emergency appeal for Ukraine’s animals

TO DONATE
Details on how 
you can contribute 
to Naturewatch 
Foundation can be 
found on our website 
by clicking here.
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STRAY DOG WELFARE...
UKRAINE

AGREEMENT IN KHARKOV
Naturewatch Foundation signed an agreement with the 
Kharkov Municipality to become advisors on stray animal 
management.

TRAINING VETS
We sent UK vets to train 
Kharkov Shelter vets. 

TRAINING COURSES
We conducted a variety of training courses to improve 
welfare standards at the Kharkov Municipal Animal 
Shelter and teach humane dog catching techniques.

STRAY DOG COUNT
Since then we have conducted two dog counts.

INSPECTIONS
We performed inspections 
to verify implementation 
of our training and 
recommendations.

CONTINUED SPAY/NEUTER FUNDING
We also continue to fund a free spay/neuter clinic for 
low-income owners. So far we have helped around 250 
dogs, preventing hundreds of unwanted puppies being 
born and abandoned.

EMERGENCY APPEAL 
FOR UKRAINE’S ANIMALS
   Help the animal victims  
    of Ukraine’s political and  
    economic instability.

 
SEE PAGE 10

PUPPY
FARMING

Throughout the year, with your help, we have 
fiercely opposed the Government’s cull policy. We 
have urged them to listen to the facts and stop the 
badger cull as it goes against science, public opinion 
and the voice of elected MPs.

At the time of writing, despite an independent panel of 
experts finding the two pilot culls were inhumane and 
ineffective, the Government plans to continue culling 
in Gloucestershire and Somerset. However, plans to 
roll out the controversial pilot badger culls across 
England have been dropped, but only until they have 
“perfected’ culling techniques! 

All reputable research suggests that the only way to 
eradicate bovine TB is vaccination, improved cattle-
based measures, improved cattle testing methods, 
and improved bio-security on farms. In 2014, we will 
continue to lobby those in power and get our voice 
heard via all avenues available.

For more information on the Badger Cull visit our 
website.

BADGER CULL:
A SHOT IN THE DARK

THE GOVERNMENT 
BURIES ITS HEAD 
IN THE SAND 
In 2013, Naturewatch Foundation 
joined forces with C.A.R.I.A.D., 
a highly active animal welfare 
charity in Wales. Together we are 
campaigning for the Government 
to better legislate not only the 
breeding of dogs, but also the 
means by which they are traded.

To facililtate these changes , we 
tabled EDM 412-Dangerous Dogs 
and fiercely lobbied DEFRA.  If 
more stringent rules were applied 

when advertising dogs, it would 
act as a deterrent to anyone but 
the most tenacious breeders.  
However, the Government 
continues to turn a blind eye.

We will not rest until we abolish 
puppy farms and bring an end to 
this unforgivable cruelty in the 
name of commercial gain.

If you’d like to help, you can send a 
letter to your MP telling them how 
you’d like them to vote on the bill. 

For more information or a 
template letter to send to your 
MP, see the UK Dog Welfare page 
on our website.

• watch our video on the stray dog counts in Kharkov
• watch our video on the amimal welfare agreement with the Kharkov Municipality

Please ask your MP to sign 
EDM 412. This EDM urges 
the government to address 
the root cause of the UK's 
stray dog and dangerous 
dog problem, which is 
irresponsible breeding and 
selling of dogs.

ACTION
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Latest Home Office figures confirmed 
our worst fears - the number of animal 
experiments carried out in Britain 
continues to spiral upwards and out 
of control: 4.1 million experiments 
using animals took place in 2012, up 
from 3.8 million in 2011. The Coalition 
Government is failing miserably to 
deliver its post-election pledge to “work 
to reduce the use of animals in scientific 
research.”

The National Centre for the 3Rs (Refine, 
Reduce, Replace) was set up by the 
Government in 2004, yet it is starved of 
funds. Dr Mark Prescott from the NC3Rs, 
said, “We could do very much more if we 
had a larger budget. Demand for animals 
is outstripping the pace of progress and 
only increased investment will lead to a 
‘major shift’ in levels of animal testing.”

In response, we launched a campaign 
calling for the Home Office to impose a 
levy on each animal used. Introducing 
a fee-per-animal structure is a simple 
solution that will not only raise much-
needed additional funds for developing 
non-animal testing methods, but also 
wake up the experiment industry and 

make it do what it’s been promising for 
over 50 years – reduce and replace the 
use of animals! Another benefit is that it 
won’t cost the Government or taxpayers 
a single penny (the funds raised would 
need to be ring-fenced by the treasury 
to ensure the charge is not classified as a 
tax!).

Several other actions were taken in 
support of this campaign including the 
tabling of Early Day Motion 199 to gauge 
MP support for the introduction of a fee-
per-animal structure and an e-petition 
was launched on the Government 
website to gain public support.

One thing is certain, the industry will 
NOT develop non-animal alternatives 
unless they are forced to by legislation. 
This is an industry that will do nothing 
willingly - the Government must act to 
end this situation which is causing almost 
holocaust numbers of animals to suffer 
and die each year. Like virtually every 
form of animal cruelty, it’s all about 
making money!

Read more on animal experiments on our 
website.

DR  MARK PRESCOTT
NC3RS

“WE COULD DO VERY MUCH 
MORE IF WE HAD A LARGER 
BUDGET.  DEMAND FOR 
ANIMALS IS OUTSTRIPPING 
THE PACE OF PROGRESS 
AND ONLY INCREASED 
INVESTMENT WILL LEAD TO A 
‘MAJOR SHIFT’ IN LEVELS OF 
ANIMAL TESTING.”

QUOTEDS NAME
JOB TITLE

“TO EST, SITATUR AUT ET AS ETUR 
SIT ACIPSA PERUM ENIM QUIS 
PLIT, SI REHENIS ET, UT EUM 
ALIQUO ET LAB ID UNTOTA NE”

ANIMAL 
EXPERIMENTS

GOVERNMENT BREAKS ITS PROMISE 
TO REDUCE USE OF ANIMALS

COMPASSIONATE 
SHOPPING &
L’ORÉAL BOYCOTT

The EU ban means that any company wishing to sell new 
cosmetics or toiletries within the EU must ensure that 
none of the ingredients, or finished products, have been 
tested on animals anywhere in the world.

The ban sends a strong message in support of cruelty 
free beauty, however, large global companies like L’Oréal 
continue to experiment on animals for the market 
outside of the EU. Now we are calling upon consumers to 
help step up the pressure as it’s even more important to 
boycott companies that continue to use animal testing if 
we are to succeed in convincing the rest of the world to 
follow suit. 

Our Compassionate Shopping Guide was first published 
over 20 years ago and during that time it’s helped 
countless thousands of people shop for cruelty free 
cosmetics, toiletries and household products. 

To find out more about cruelty-free shopping or to order 
a guide, see our website.

WHAT A YEAR 2013 WAS FOR THE ANIMALS CAUGHT UP IN COSMETIC 
TESTING. FINALLY, ON 11 MARCH, THE EU OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED 
THAT ANIMALS SHOULDN’T SUFFER FOR THE SAKE OF VANITY, BY 
IMPLEMENTING A FULL COSMETICS TESTING BAN.

WE’LL SEND A COPY OF OUR GUIDE TO ONE OF YOUR FRIENDS IF 
YOU SEND A DONATION OF £12 OR MORE TOWARD OUR WORK TO 
HELP THE ANIMALS.  IF YOU WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
OFFER, SIMPLY EMAIL US AT INFO@NATUREWATCH.ORG WITH 
YOUR NAME, THEIR NAME, ADDRESS AND POSTCODE. (UK ONLY)

GET YOUR
FREE
COPY

• watch our video Stand up against animal experiments - EDM199 • watch our video The way ahead is cruelty free!

ACTION
To help put an end to 
animal cruelty please:

 1. Sign our e-petition on 
the government website 
by clicking here.

2.  Contact your MP today 
and ask him/her to sign 
EDM 199.  Read EDM 199 
here. 

06 07

See more on our wesbite at http://naturewatch.org/campaign/animal-experiments
See more on our wesbite at http://naturewatch.org/campaign/animal-experiments
http://naturewatch.org/campaign/animal-experiments
http://naturewatch.org/campaign/animal-experiments
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/compassionate-shopping-guide
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/compassionate-shopping-guide
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/compassionate-shopping-guide
http://naturewatch.org/Campaign/Cruelty-free-shopping
http://naturewatch.org/Campaign/Cruelty-free-shopping
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/compassionate-shopping-guide
mailto:info%40naturewatch.org%20?subject=Order%20a%20guide%20for%20a%20friend
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://www.youtube.com/naturewatchorg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG18cz36PgM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RG18cz36PgM
http://www.youtube.com/naturewatchorg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ell42CwEtDQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ell42CwEtDQ
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/57611
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/57611
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/57611
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/199
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/199
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/199
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/199


WORLD ANIMAL DAY
4 OCT 2013
KURDISTAN
Wild red squirrels and 
quails were rescued from 
the market and set free on 
Saffin Mountain.

CHINA
A World Animal Day 
commemoration meeting 
was held in Hebei 
Province.

TAIWAN
An international 
conference on animal 
welfare was held in the city 
of Pingtung.

SYRIA
Vet students presented 
animal awareness talks 
to school children and 
working equines were 
honoured.

JORDAN
A celebration was held 
in Um Quesir, South 
Amman, attended by 
several hundred adults and 
children.

BOLIVIA
The Parish of Cochabamba  
held a Mass for animals 
where pets were blessed 
by Padre Marcelo Barzan.

PANAMA
For the third year, a mega 
spay event was held 
where 1,300 animals were 
sterilized in 60 hours.

MEXICO
World Animal Day and pet 
adoption were promoted  
on a bus that traveled the 
streets of Mexico City.

EGYPT
Children from an 
orphanage  enjoyed a visit 
to an animal shelter and 
a variety of educational 
activities.

BOSNIA
With the support of 
animal advocates, schools 
dedicated the entire day to 
animal related educational 
activities.

WHAT IS IT?

OCTOBER 4TH

WORLD ANIMAL DAY
World Animal Day is a global initiative sponsored by 
Naturewatch Foundation. Around the globe thousands of 
events took place to make animals front page news - a vital 
catalyst for change.  Increased awareness will lead the way 
to improved standards of animal welfare throughout the 
world.

www.worldanimalday.org.uk                 twitter: @worldanimalday

GOODBYE 
JOHN

Over the past 22 years John has led the organisation and 
achieved a great deal to improve the lives of animals 
worldwide.  The thrust of this success has been via a 
proactive, aggressive and pioneering series of projects.  

It is a measure of his popularity that, since his passing, 
we have received emails from around the world, all 
full of praise for his contribution to animal welfare and 
admiring the way in which he consistently worked in the 
most difficult countries and situations, not pulling out at 
the first problems encountered.

The success of many of the projects undertaken was 
due to John’s tenacity and determination.  He was a 
true and passionate advocate for animal welfare and 

has been described as being one of the characters in the 
movement.  

John received three awards for his contributions to 
animal welfare: 

1) In 2002, he was presented with an Honorary Degree by 
the Lithuanian State Food and Veterinary Service.

2) On World Animal Day in 2002, the Lithuanian State 
Food and Veterinary Service awarded John with the 
Medal of St. Francis for his outstanding achievements in 
humane education and animal welfare in Lithuania.

3) In 2005, he was awarded the Order of St Michael 
Medal by the Ukrainian Government.

There is no doubt that John will be greatly missed by the 
animal welfare community as well as the animals, but his 
legacy will live on through the work that we continue to 
do to end animal cruelty.

Naturewatch Founder, John Ruane, 
passed away in early December after 
six months living with cancer.

• watch our video Support World Animal Day
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TRAGIC: Innocent animals 
are falling victim to Ukraine’s 
political and economic 
instability. 

As a result of city budget cuts, 
a huge array of animals at 
Kharkov’s Zoo and Municipal 
Animal Shelter will go hungry 
unless they receive emergency 
donations.

The Kharkov Zoo director, Alexey 
Grigoriev, loves his animals, and 
it’s clear the animals love him too 
as they nuzzle him affectionately. 
Though NWF does not condone 
the keeping of animals in 

enclosures, we cannot stand by 
and do nothing as these animals 
starve.

“IT’S NOT THE ANIMALS’ FAULT! 

WE ARE DOING ALL WE CAN 

TO CARE FOR OUR HOMELESS 

DOGS AND CATS, BUT THE 

FUNDING CUTS MEAN WE HAVE 

TO FIND MONEY ELSEWHERE 

FOR FOOD AND VETERINARY 

CARE.”
JULIA SHAPOVALOVA
MANAGER, MUNICIPAL ANIMAL SHELTER

EMERGENCY
APPEAL

HELP UKRAINE’S ANIMALS
THIS IS AN EMERGENCY APPEAL TO HELP OVER 2,000 
ANIMALS CAUGHT IN THE CROSS-FIRE OF HUMAN CONFLICT

ALEXEY GRIGORIEV, KHARKOV ZOO DIRECTOR

Make a 
donation

now

Please email us at 
info@naturewatch.org if 
you would like £3 of your 
donation to go towards this 
appeal.

To donate please click 
here. 

ACTION

010

http://naturewatch.org/campaign/stray-dog-welfare-Ukraine/emergency-appeal
http://naturewatch.org/campaign/stray-dog-welfare-Ukraine/emergency-appeal
http://naturewatch.org/campaign/stray-dog-welfare-Ukraine/emergency-appeal
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation
http://naturewatch.org/compassionate-shopping/make-a-donation

