
   2014 Annual Review
2014 was a year of transition with many changes implemented 
here at our small office in Cheltenham. We are becoming a 
more networked organisation, more collaborative with our 
supporters and partners, so together we can be stronger and 
more effective.

We work hard to make your generous support and donations go 
further and we’re reinforcing our promise to use our funds with care 
and only for the benefit of the animals.

We want to make 2015 a great year for animal welfare. Our resilience 
is inspired by your amazing support, letters of encouragement and 
loyalty you have shown us over the years. 

If you want to continue showing your support for animals long into 
the future, please consider including a gift in your will. By doing 
so, you will be allowing us to commit our time and attention to the 
thousands of animals that need our help each year. 

Thank you for all your support in 2014! 

Puppy Farming
2014 saw small steps in the right direction for our canine friends. A ban on the sale of puppies and kittens in pet shops was debated at the House of 
Commons, and the Welsh Assembly voted in favour of a new set of regulations that will improve the welfare of breeding dogs and their puppies.

This year our focus has been on raising the issue of illegal dog waste disposal by commercial breeding establishments, making puppy farming not 
only a matter of animal welfare, but also an environmental concern with the potential for disease to spread to wildlife and farm animals.

We joined forces with five other fantastic organisations this year that are equally committed to ending puppy farming as we are. Through our 
collective strength we plan to attack the industry from all angles, systematically suffocating each avenue currently exploited to increase profits 
through animal suffering, until it is no longer viable to continue trading. We will persist with our campaign until only the most ethical and 
conscientious of breeders remain in business.

This year saw the launch of our 
nationwide education project 
that will contribute enormously 
to solving the stray dog problem 
for the long-term. Children and 
young adults in schools and 
universities are now being taught 
how to responsibly care for and 
keep pets, and are being given 
access to learning materials.

Our free sterilisation clinic in Kharkov has proved as popular as ever 
this year with over 500 owned dogs now spayed and neutered, 
ensuring they don’t contribute towards the stray dog population.

We signed an official agreement with 
the Deputy Mayor of Lutsk to become 
the city’s advisors on stray animal 
management and seized the opportunity 
to urge local politicians to fund the 
construction and maintenance of a 
permanent city shelter and veterinary 
clinic. We also used crisis funds to buy 
emergency veterinary medicine for dogs 
we rescued during our visit. 

In 2015, we hope to raise enough funds to assist with the purchase of 
new veterinary equipment and more medicine for dogs rescued from 
the streets.
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Dog Safety Awareness Workshop
With more children needing hospital attention for dog bites 
every year, we decided to team up with the Freshwater Theatre 
Company to create a dog safety awareness workshop for primary 
school children. The project has been a great success, the children 
love the show! 

For children who love dogs, they now think twice before cuddling 
every dog they see, and for children who are afraid, it has equipped 
them with knowledge to take control of situations without fear. 
Ultimately, the children won’t put dogs into a position whereby 
they feel the need to bite, saving children from injuries and even 
death, and saving dogs from subsequent euthanasia. 

Here’s what the children 
thought: “It was very 
good because you made 
my fear of dogs go away, 
and thank you for the 
play.” “I liked it because I 
learned a lot of things for 
dog safety.” “Thank you 
for coming to our school. 
I learnt all about dogs. I 
was scared before, now I 
am not.”



Throughout the year we focused on helping 
to speed up progress towards replacing the 
use of animals in experiments, numbers for 
which have spiralled to over 4 million a year 
– the highest figure since 1981!

We questioned the UK Government’s 
Delivery Plan. Although it acknowledges 
the failings of animal research it does not 
set any targets, which effectively removes 
any urgency from the need to develop non-
animal alternatives.

We lobbied for:

• renewed energy and greater investment to 
be put into the development of non-animal 
alternatives, including increased funding via 
industry-linked initiatives. 

• the repeal of Section 24 (secrecy clause) 
of the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act, 
which stifles debate and prevents scientific 
and ethical scrutiny of animal 
experiments. 

Since publishing our first 
Compassionate Shopping 
Guide back in the early 
90s, we’ve lobbied hard 
for bans on the use of 
animals to test cosmetics, 
toiletries and household 
products (ingredients and 
finished products). With your 
help, great progress has already 
been made: the use of animals to 
test cosmetics products or their ingredients 

is banned in the UK and throughout the EU. 
Since March 2013, it has also been illegal to 
sell cosmetics products within the EU which 

have been, or which contain ingredients 
which have been, newly tested on 

animals anywhere in the world.

The natural progression for us 
was to focus on household 
products. When the Coalition 
Government came into power 
it pledged to end the testing of 

household products and their 
ingredients on animals. GOOD 

NEWS! We’re delighted to inform 
you that sustained pressure has finally 

paid off as it’s very likely a UK ban will 
come into force before the general election!

Since 2003, Naturewatch Foundation has sponsored World Animal Day. The celebration of this special day has grown in strength each year and 
it’s now recognised as a powerful central platform to help end animal cruelty by raising the status of animals around the globe. It’s supported by 
a wonderful team of 87 Ambassadors who are introducing the World Animal Day concept in 72 countries worldwide. 

Events held include: peaceful protest marches to raise awareness of animal welfare issues and encourage governments to introduce animal 
protection legislation; educational and awareness events; conferences and workshops; fundraising events such as concerts, rescue shelter open 
days, gala balls; school events such as animal-related competitions, concerts and film shows; workshops to educate the owners of working 
animals; sterilization campaigns; veterinary treatment camps for working animals; and rabies vaccination days.

In the summer we sponsored a grant for a project that will make a real difference in alleviating the suffering of animals. The winner of the grant 
was People for Animals Ghaziabad in India (PFA Ghaziabad).

The Project: In the words of Ashima Sunil, Managing Trustee, PFA Ghaziabad:
“A staggering number of households in India depend upon working animals for their livelihood and the condition in which 
these animals work is extremely pitiful. They are forced to carry unimaginable loads causing great distress, horrendous 
injuries and even death. They are beaten, underfed, and made to work long hours even when sick or injured and sometimes 
without food and water. We are desperate to end this needless cruelty which goes on day 
after day and, thanks to Naturewatch Foundation, we are now in the process of carrying out a 
six-month, intensive educational programme with free vet treatment for wounded animals.”

For a more comprehensive coverage of our work please visit our websites:  www.naturewatch.org  /  www.worldanimalday.org.uk

Animal Experiments

World Animal Day – 4 October

World Animal Day Grant

NEW  

Compassionate  

Shopping Guide due  

out in the summer!  

We’ll write to you when  
it’s ready so you can be  

one of the first to  

receive a copy.

GHANA – the Society for the 
Welfare of Animals held a series of 
awareness events in schools and 
churches across eight regions, for 

two weeks in October.

PHLIPPINES – The Philippine 
Animal Welfare Society organised 
a grand Pet Blessing and special 

Mass for the animals which 
attracted a large gathering.

MALAWI – The Lilongwe SPCA 
organised a march to draw 

attention to the plight of animals 
in Malawi. It was attended by the 

Minister of Agriculture.

EGYPT – Special lessons were 
held to “Plant the seed of 

compassion and mercy in the 
younger generation for a kinder 
and brighter future for animals.”

LIBERIA – The Liberia Animal 
Welfare and Conservation Society 

educated communities about 
responsible pet ownership and 
provided free veterinary care.

MEXICO – WAD Mexico once 
again circulated a bus around 

Mexico City, to raise awareness of 
animal rights and encourage the 

public to adopt dogs and cats.

SOUTH AFRICA – In Cape Town, 
United Front 4 Animals organised 

a colourful parade, distributing 
leaflets and raising awareness 
that ‘Animals Matter to Africa.’

INDONESIA – The Jakarta 
Animal Aid Network used World 

Animal Day to teach children 
about the important role animals 

play in our lives.

KENYA – The Africa Network for 
Animal Welfare conducted two 
successful awareness marches: 
“Animals Matter!” and “Global 

March For Elephants and Rhinos.”

UKRAINE – Our Ambassador, 
Natalie, taught school children 

about the needs of animals, dogs’ 
body language and the basics of 

behaviour around dogs.

We also sent smaller grants to ADDA in Bolivia and KACPAW in Sri Lanka to help them 
carry out their daily work. Liliana Tellez Flor, President of ADDA in Bolivia says: “We 
are extremely grateful for your generous support of our work helping injured animals in 
Cochabamba.” Champa Fernando, Secretary of KACPAW says: “Your wonderful support 
will enable us to carry out a series of vital follow-up spay/neuter clinics in Nuwara Eliya.”


