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2019 proved to be yet another 
incredibly successful and productive 
year for Naturewatch Foundation, 
which saw the launch of new 
campaigning initiatives as well as 
the development and expansion 
of existing pioneering projects to 
improve the lives of animals. 

As CEO, I’m extremely proud of the 
progress our campaigns continue 

to make year after year and fully 
acknowledge that without my 
hardworking team, loyal supporters, 
active patrons, committed volunteers 
and trustees, none of this would be 
possible. I send my heartfelt thanks 
to you all and look forward to another 
exciting year. 

Together, we will continue to make this 
world a better place for animals!

While this Annual Review only covers 
highlights from 2019, you can find out more 
about each of our campaigns on our website 

www.naturewatch.org, 
where you can also 
read Annual Reviews 
from previous years.

Warm regards, 
Caroline Ruane 
CEO

We all know that puppy farmers exploit 
dog lovers and dogs. The demand for 
adorable, often ‘designer’, puppies 
fuels the highly profitable trade. 
But many people still don’t know, or 
don’t want to know, about the cruelty 
inflicted on exhausted breeding dogs. 

Many people are unaware of the 
existence of large-scale illegal puppy 
smuggling (with tiny pups hidden in 
cramped containers transported via 
ferry), plain ignorance of dog breeding 
laws and huge, often untaxed, profits. 
We know that puppy farmers often sell 

dogs over the internet, using 
false identities and blatantly 
lying to potential customers. 
Sadly, almost a third of 
puppies bought online die or 
fall ill within their first year.

In June, in response to 
the widespread abuse of 
dogs by puppy farmers, 
Naturewatch Foundation 
launched #Hotline4Puppies, 
a confidential puppy farming 
phone line and email for the 

public to report individuals they suspect 
of puppy farming, or breaching animal 
welfare standards in the breeding of dogs. 
During just six months, our Animal Crime 
Manager received hundreds of reports. 
Using covert investigation techniques, 
our expanded investigatory team has 
uncovered valuable additional evidence, 
delivering police-friendly reports to 
law enforcement agencies, with many 
heartbreaking active cases ongoing. 

Our hotline has been supported by 
renewed efforts in driving puppy 
farming public awareness, with: our own 

information packs; leaflets and posters 
sent to every local council in the UK as 
they are responsible for enforcing dog 
breeding regulations; campaign packs 
sent to vets up and down the country 
and; posters displayed in the toilets 
of motorway service stations around 
London! 

We have big plans for 2020. With the 
third party commercial sale of puppies 
and kittens banned in law in England 
(Lucy’s Law) from this coming April, 
we want to help close any loopholes 
that have allowed this cruel criminal 
behaviour to flourish so profitably.

Taking Action to STOP Puppy Farming

naturewatch foundation
A DVA NCING ANIMAL WELFA RE

GET INVOLVED! 
Write to your local council
Thanks to one of our supporters, 
the Birmingham City Council 
website now has a section on 
Buying a Dog or Puppy. Helping us 
raise awareness of this important 
issue takes us a step closer to 
closing down puppy farms.

Buy a ‘Say NO to Puppy 
Farming’ Bandana!
Support our work to stamp out puppy 
farming – order your bandana to help raise 
awareness! Just £4.50 each including UK 
postage. Call us on 01242 252 871 to order  
or visit our online Charity Shop at  
www.naturewatch.org

Our leaflets in a Suffolk veterinary practice



Badger Persecution
Well, what a year it was for our badger 
baiting campaign with notable 
successes including investigations, 
competitions, publications, numerous 
events around the country and 
recognition for education.

School Awareness Programme
Our School Awareness Programme on 
badger baiting for teenagers has been 
praised by the new chair of the UK 
Badger Persecution Priority Delivery 
Group and adopted by the group as 
a continuous action, calling for police 
forces across England and Wales to 
deliver the package in schools. Many 
forces have already signed up, including 
West Yorkshire Police where PC Caroline 
Newsome is taking the programme 
into classrooms in early 2020 to 
educate the next generation in an area 
where badgers suffer constant illegal 
persecution. 

A Badger’s Tale
The programme is supported by the 
publication, in June, of a wildlife crime 
mystery novel written by author Geoff 
Francis, entitled “A Badger’s Tale”. It is 
a challenging story and educational 
read about a rejected young boy who 
finds sanctuary and purpose with a 
clan of badgers threatened by a gang 
of hunters. The book features fantastic 
illustrations by the winners of our 
illustration competition which was 
judged by Chris Packham. 

The wellbeing and survival of British 
badgers lie in the hands of the younger 
generation – the next carers of our 
countryside.

Investigations #hero4badgers
During 2019, our covert investigations 
went from strength to strength, 
achieving an increase of 200% in 
comparison to the number of reports we 
received from members of the public in 
2018. A BIG thank you to everyone who 
telephoned or emailed, in confidence, 
our Animal Crime Manager, Andrew 
Swinburne, with information.

Our Investigation Officer attended 
an advanced Cyber Crime course, 
along with staff from the very top 
enforcement agencies in the UK. 
We are setting the bar very high in 
tracking down the criminals who 
target our badgers illegally, preparing 
professional packages for intelligence or 
enforcement action and working with 
key partners.

The results speak for themselves, 
with information and investigation 
unearthing criminality across the UK, 
and beyond, linked to badger baiting, 
puppy farming and other forms of 
organised crime. Due to the trust we 
had built up with a contact, we even 
had a report of modern-day slavery and 
human trafficking come our way! Several 
cases are ongoing, with potential court 
cases pending which prevents further 
details being disclosed at this time, but 
watch out for case updates in 2020.

• Almost sold out at the Meles Meles 
Art Exhibition 

• Signed copies exhibited at the 
Rutland Bird Fair

• Copies sold as far away as the USA
• Available on Amazon

A Few Snippets…

 Parliamentary Launch of Wildlife 
and Countryside Link Wildlife Crime 
Report. This event was well attended 
by MPs from across all political parties 
and the two key messages of “Record 
all wildlife crime”, and “Permanently 
fund the National Wildlife Crime Unit” 
were well received.  
Image: Andrew Swinburne, our Animal 
Crime Manager at launch event

 We attended the Badger Trust Symposium in Leamington Spa where the 
Badger Trust’s Wildlife Crime Officer and our Animal Crime Manager conducted a 
workshop on badger crime

 Naturewatch Foundation’s badger campaign featured in the UK Badger 
Persecution Priority Delivery Group Newsletter

 We are members of the new UK Cyber Enabled Wildlife Crime Priority 
Delivery Group, which aims to combat those who are utilising the internet to 
plan, conduct or share their illegal exploits in wildlife crime. The group’s work is 
progressing well and links neatly with our own investigations.

 Attendance at the 31st National Wildlife Crime Enforcers 
Conference in Milton Keynes where Naturewatch 
Foundation and the Badger Trust launched a joint 
publication entitled “The Persecution of Badgers: A Guide for 
Investigators in England and Wales”, to an audience of over 
180 delegates from across the UK, encompassing statutory 
and non-statutory agencies and civil society organisations. 

The publication 
aims to provide 
guidance to 
police forces 
regarding best practice 
in the investigation of crimes against 
badgers and the enforcement of the 
law.  
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THE PERSECUTION OF BADGERS:
A GUIDE FOR INVESTIGATORS IN ENGLAND & WALES

Andy says: 
However, it’s not all been plain sailing 
and a weekend in early October was long, 
challenging and probably quite mad!!

Who would, in their right mind, complete 
a gruelling 10K trail run in the Scottish 
Borders in the morning, before driving over 
400 miles in the afternoon to Winchester, 
Hampshire, to take part in the Hampshire 
Constabulary Rural Crime Event the 
following day? I suppose only me! A BIG 
thank you to everyone who sponsored me 
and helped raise over £600 to help badgers 
in celebration of World Animal Day 2019.

To finish, I must stress that the badger 
baiting campaign is a team effort by not 
only everyone at Naturewatch Foundation, 
but also our supporters and partner 
agencies who play a very important role 
in combatting wildlife crime. I’m looking 
forward to another exciting year full of 
achievements we can all be proud of – and 
maybe another run!  
Thank you.

Public Affairs

Hampshire Rural Crime Day with Inspector 
Korine Bishop

If you have information about 
someone you suspect is involved 
in badger crime, please contact, in 
confidence, our Animal Crime Manager 
Andrew Swinburne via email andrew@
naturewatch.org or ring 07392 185 373. 
We will investigate your leads.

GET INVOLVED! 
Events and challenges
Charity challenges are a fantastic 
way to raise a sum of money for 
Naturewatch Foundation. Please 
consider competing on our behalf 
when you enter your next big event.

GET INVOLVED! 
Volunteer
Volunteering for Naturewatch Foundation is a  
rewarding and useful experience. As our roles vary 
in skills and availability, there are more ways to get 
involved than you might think. Whether you work in our 
office in Cheltenham or remotely from anywhere in the 
world, our volunteers are crucial to helping us achieve 
our mission. 

If you have some spare time and want to get involved, 
please contact us for an updated volunteer vacancies list. 

Better Deal For Animals
In 2019, Naturewatch Foundation became even more active in 
Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link), the largest environment 
and wildlife coalition in England, bringing together 54 
organisations to use their strong joint voice for the protection 
of nature. 

One of the big coalition endeavours of 2019 has been the ‘Better 
Deal For Animals’ campaign to ensure that animal sentience is 
recognised in UK law after Brexit. We even helped take a petition 
of more than 100,000 signatories to Downing Street!

General Election 2019 – 
Our Five-Point Plan!
In the UK, 2019 was a year politically dominated by Brexit and 
then a general election. We responded to the election by 
publishing our own ‘Five-Point Plan Manifesto’. In 2020, we’ll be 
holding politicians to account for animal welfare commitments 
made in their manifestos! As a registered charity, Naturewatch 
Foundation does not endorse any specific political party.

Naturewatch Foundation’s five-point plan:
1. Increasing prison sentences for animal cruelty

2. Tackling badger crime

3. Banning animal testing

4. Stopping puppy farming

5. Respecting that animals are sentient



The Naturewatch 
Foundation Compassionate 
Shopping Guide

In 2019, we have been working hard 
contacting cruelty-free companies to 
bring our Compassionate Shopping 
Guide online! It’s a huge undertaking, 
but with so many people now 
shopping or searching online, having 
an online presence is vital. 

Naturewatch Foundation’s 
Compassionate Shopping Guide 
will include new features such as 
highlighting vegan products when 
available, as well as championing our 
strict endorsement criteria following 
the latest regulatory developments in 
animal testing! 2020 will be an exciting 
year!

Animal Testing and Cruelty-Free Shopping

Animal Testing in China

Whilst it is against the law to test 
cosmetics on animals in the UK and 
the EU, other countries still allow this 
outdated practice to continue.

China has historically required that 
all cosmetics sold in China be tested 
on animals. Over the past few years, 
Chinese regulators have significantly 
relaxed mandatory animal testing of 
‘domestically’ produced cosmetics 
(domestic, loosely meaning ‘made in 
China’). In 2019, Chinese authorities 
removed post-market animal testing 
requirements for domestic cosmetics 
(the random testing of products after 
they are on shop shelves). 

With these changes, cruelty-free 
cosmetics ‘made and sold in China’ can 
now avoid animal testing. At the time 
of writing, however, Chinese law still 

requires all cosmetics imported into China 
to submit to government controlled 
laboratory animal testing! In order to 
avoid animal testing, increasing numbers 
of larger cruelty-free companies are 
now ‘manufacturing’ in China. Global 
cosmetics companies, UK and US 
governments and other campaigners 
continue to lobby the Chinese authorities 
to further change the law. 

Animal testing of household cleaning 
products in China is a wholly separate 
regulatory issue. Many household 
cleaning products contain chemicals 
which may at some point have 
been subjected to toxicity tests on 
animals. Chinese authorities maintain 
an Inventory of Existing Chemical 
Substances in China (IECSC) which have 
passed laboratory testing (similar to 
the EU REACH regulations). ‘Finished’ 
household cleaning products are not 
subject to animal testing in China, 

except for such microbiological and 
physio-chemical tests. This means that 
companies that export naturally derived 
cleaning products into China should 
escape regulatory animal testing. 

Animal testing regulations in China are 
constantly changing and we will seek to 
remain on top of the changes in 2020!

Animal Testing Survey Responses 
In April 2019, we announced the results of our online survey of the public’s view on animal testing. We received more than 
500 detailed comments from nearly 400 completed survey responses. An impressive 99.5% of respondents supported a 
global ban on animal testing of cosmetics. Thank you for taking part!

Your responses to our animal testing survey have helped direct our campaigns

GET INVOLVED!
Write to your local 
paper
Your local paper is read by 
thousands of people and 
it’s the perfect opportunity 
to use your voice to speak 
up for animals in need. 

Here is an example of 
an article written by a 
Naturewatch Foundation 
supporter, published in 
the Borehamwood Times 
in September. 

https://www.
borehamwoodtimes.
co.uk/news/17911201.
letter-shopping-ethically-
borehamwood/

Animal Testing in the UK
Naturewatch Foundation believes that 
the use of non-human animals to test 
the human health risks of chemicals is 
ethically wrong. In 2019, we continued 
to spread the message that animal 
testing is cruel and outdated so therefore 
unnecessary and must be stopped!

In the UK, the use of animals for 
experimental or other scientific purposes 
is regulated by the Home Office. The 
Animals in Science Regulation Unit (ASRU) 
of the Home Office is the licensing and 
regulatory body. Throughout 2019, 
Naturewatch Foundation met with ASRU 
to question their work and hold them 
to account, to drive forward the ‘3Rs’ of 
reduction, refinement and replacement of 
animal testing. Each year, ASRU publishes 
statistics about the number of animals 
used in experiments and an annual 
report about the sector. Despite much 
of what happens in animal laboratories 
being clouded in secrecy, the annual 
report can be a harrowing read. We have 
sensitively publicised information about 
the awful cases of non-compliance. 
Examples include failure to feed 
animals resulting in death, unlicensed 
procedures, over-breeding, and even 
failure to provide post-surgical analgesia.

 ASRU employs circa 25 inspectors to 
regulate animal testing laboratories in 
the UK. 

 ASRU’s 2019 published figures exposed 
that 3.4 million animals were used in 
UK laboratories in 2018. 

 During the year, 157 establishments 
carried out animal testing with 3,136 
different projects in the UK - the 
majority being universities and 
medical schools. 

 Mice were the testing species of 
choice, with 2.5 million mice used in 
experiments. 

 Despite being a nation of dog lovers, 
over 2,900 dogs were used – mainly 
the placid beagle. 

 Over 10,000 rabbits suffered, often as 
chemicals were applied to their skin 
and eyes.

The UK has an economic and ethical 
opportunity to develop and fund 
new human-centric, groundbreaking 
scientific research, whilst bringing to an 
end outdated animal testing. In 2019, 
we welcomed several announcements 
of closures of mice testing facilities as 
organisations switched to alternative, 
non-animal methods. Scientifically, the 
accuracy of animal tests does not always 

cross over to other animals, including 
humans e.g. paracetamol, widely used by 
humans, is highly toxic to cats and only a 
small dose could be fatal.

In 2019, ASRU rolled out a new £3 MILLION 
IT system for licensing animal testing 
in the UK to increase transparency and 
openness. We will continue to press for 
the new system to be used to enable 
a long-awaited change in the law – a 
repeal of Section 24 of the Animals 
(Scientific Procedures) Act 1986. Section 
24 currently makes it a criminal offence 
for anyone to expose what actually 
happens to the dogs, cats, pigs, rats, 
mice, fish, monkeys and even horses 
suffering in animal testing laboratories. 
We’ll keep you updated in 2020!

The loyal but exploited beagle



Creating Safer Communities in Ukraine 
We’ve held 19 training events in nine 
major cities in Ukraine and presented 
our training model at conferences in 
three other countries. 

Throughout 2019, we worked with the 
police and volunteers to help create 
safer communities for animals with our 
education project. “We know that when 
animal crime is taken seriously, whole 
communities benefit,” says Mark Randell, 
our Campaign Manager and retired 
Detective Inspector from the UK Police. 
”The link between animal and human 
violence is proven. We have been training 
the police in Ukraine about why animal 
abuse must be taken seriously and how it 
connects to domestic violence, child and 
elder abuse and even serial killing.” 

During the year, we rolled our police 
training out to the cities of Lviv, Ivano-
Frankivsk, Dnipro, Kryvyi Rih, Chernivtsi, 
Kharkiv and Cherkasy. We also worked 
with animal volunteer groups around 
the country and presented at the 
National University in Kyiv. We have 
directly reached an audience of around 
1,000 police officers and animal 
advocates. Our TV appearances in 
Kharkiv and Donbas, plus our other 
media work, has enabled a reach of 
many tens of thousands more. 

“One of the aims of this programme is 
not only to help those in Ukraine, but also 
to show how our unique model can help 
animals and people elsewhere,” says Mark. 
It was therefore an honour to speak at 
the Westminster All-Party Parliamentary 
Dog Advisory Welfare Group in April. We 
were also invited to present at the Italian 
Police Annual Link Conference for the 
Polizia Locale and Carabinieri and then, 
as the only European Representatives, 

we gave a talk in Toronto, Canada, to 
police officers and other professionals 
from across the Canadian Provinces. Our 
Ukraine Police Training Model was at 
the heart of our presentations. We also 
submitted papers to the UK Government 
enquiry on increasing prison sentences 
for animal cruelty in England and Wales.

“There are not enough words to describe 
all the benefits that the seminar brought!!! 
Your dedication is especially striking. 
Thank you very much.”  
Ksenia - Chernivtsi. 

“I’ve only been to the seminar once, but this 
gave me a great awareness of how exactly 
you have to help animals. How to confront 
the animal. How to work correctly with the 
police in this case. How to collect evidence, 
etc. I wish there were more such seminars.” 
Elena – Kyiv.

Funding Spay/Neuter Clinics

Natalie Sorokopud, our part-time 
representative who lives in Kharkiv, 
Ukraine, says: 

This year showed incredible progress in 
reducing stray dog and cat populations 
in Kharkiv, Ukraine. During 2019, 
Naturewatch Foundation continued its 
funding of a spay/neuter programme for 
people who cannot afford the surgery 
for their pets. 

It’s quite difficult to measure the impact 
as we spay and neuter mostly owned 
pets, but there is an indirect factor 
that can show the difference. In 2019, 
Kharkiv NGO “Together” volunteers 
acknowledge that the average length of 
time to rehome one animal has reduced 
from 1-2 years to several months. What 
does this mean? It means that there are 
now fewer homeless animals and more 
people who are ready to adopt them. 
Because fewer people are allowing their 
pets to breed, there are fewer stray 
animals in the streets. 

Kharkiv is a large city with a population 
of more than two million and we spay 
and neuter about 300 cats and dogs per 
year. This might not seem like a large 
number, and certainly we still receive 
many requests for free surgery from 
disadvantaged people and volunteers 
who foster many animals. We receive 
lots of requests for cats as there are 
many elderly people who feed or foster 
cats and they cannot afford to spay 
all of them. But, as you can see, this 
programme is already having a very 
positive impact. 

In 2019, Naturewatch Foundation 
arranged the same programme for the 
town of Kupyansk which is 120km from 
Kharkiv and has a small population of 

28,000 people. As this town is far away 
from big cities and there are no large 
businesses there, the population is 
mostly quite poor. Therefore, surgery 
such as spay/neuter for their pets 
is, unfortunately, a luxury for most 
people. With the help of Naturewatch 
Foundation and driven by only one 
volunteer, Victoria Kruchyna, who 
rescues, spays/neuters and rehomes all 
cats and dogs that come into her foster 
home, in only one year Kupyansk has 
changed from a town with dog packs 
everywhere and many complaints, to a 
town where there hasn’t been a single 
complaint about a dog pack. 

All the dog packs were caught, spayed 
or neutered and rehomed. In 2019, 370 
cats and dogs were spayed or neutered 
in the city of Kupyansk. 

Of course, there is still much to do: 
for new strays not to appear in the 
streets, all pet dogs and cats need to be 
spayed or neutered. This is possible by 
educating owners about the necessity 
of such surgery, and helping those who 
are unable to afford it on their own. But 
certainly, we are on the right track with 
your generous support.

In 2019 alone, the spay/neuter 
projects funded by Naturewatch 
Foundation in the cities of Kharkiv 
and Kupyansk prevented 721 dogs 
and cats from further breeding. 

Ukraine police celebrate 
World Animal Day

One of our aims with this training 
programme is to ensure as many police 
officers as possible around the country 
receive our message and understand 
how important animals are. That is why 
we were so encouraged that 21 cities 
agreed to take part in our World Animal 
Day message that ‘Animals Matter’.

Speaking at the All-Party Parliamentary Dog 
Advisory Welfare Group in Westminster

Italian Police Annual Link Conference

Presenting in Toronto, Canada



Educating children is key to improving animal 
welfare standards
The winner of the 2019 World Animal 
Day grant to improve the lives of 
animals was the Liberia Animal Welfare 
& Conservation Society (LAWCS), led by 
Morris Darbo.

Liberia is a poor country recovering from 
a violent civil war and the recent Ebola 
crisis. Many of Liberia’s animals suffer 
unimaginable abuse and are regarded as 
a commodity regardless of whether an 
endangered species, farm animal, cat or 
dog. Children grow up witnessing their 
parents abuse animals and imitate them. 

LAWCS seeks to break this cycle by 
teaching children to respect and take 
care of animals and the environment 
responsibly, and why it’s so important. 
To achieve this goal, the team conducts 
animal welfare education in schools, 
within communities and via radio 
programmes.

The 2019 World Animal Day grant has 
enabled this successful programme 
to be extended to 20 communities 
within two new districts of Lofa County. 
Animal Welfare Focal Groups have 
been formed in each community 
where LAWCS is collaborating with 
stakeholders and training local leaders 
about the importance of caring for 
animals and the environment. This 
information will then be cascaded 
down to the people who live in their 
community. 

Animal Kindness Clubs have been 
established in 20 schools within the new 
communities where LAWCS is training 
designated teachers to teach humane 
education lessons to all classes in the 
school. Children flock to join the Animal 
Kindness Clubs and soon become 
ambassadors in their families, schools 
and communities. Little by little, the 
children are re-educating their parents 
and a new understanding of the human-
animal relationship is trickling upwards 
to older generations.

Radio stations are engaging with this 
project by hosting educational talk shows 
and panel discussions, as well as regularly 
airing informative jingles. Increased 
awareness will encourage people to start 
valuing animals, respect the law that 
protects wildlife and encourage them to 
help reduce habitat destruction.

LAWCS will provide ongoing mentoring 
of the teachers involved in the Humane 
Education Programme and continue 

to work closely with the local leaders 
to ensure that groups remain functional 
in their protection and care of animals 
and the environment. Alongside 
its educational work, the team also 
provides free healthcare and treatment 
for animals in need and celebrates World 
Animal Day every year. 

LAWCS is committed to creating 
a caring and socially responsible 
environment where animals and 
people live together in harmony. 

Since 2014, Naturewatch Foundation has 
sponsored an annual grant in honour of 
World Animal Day on October 4.

Lucky Ellya in Dnipro

In June 2019 we went to Dnipro, a city 
where a series of horrific murders took 
place in 2007, committed by a gang of 
young men who had previously caught, 
tortured and killed street animals. Our 
training explains why taking animal 
abuse seriously can prevent crimes like 
these. 

A police officer called Natalia arranged 
our training there. She’d had to visit 
a family after a child had missed 
school. The family were living in harsh 
conditions and were thinking of ‘losing’ 
their cats as they could no longer care 
for them. It is possible that in poor areas 
of Ukraine this may have resulted in the 
cats being killed. Natalia found new 

homes for the cats and kept one herself 
that she called ‘Ellya’. Ellya and Natalia 
now look after each other. 

In 2020 our aim is to continue to 
reach wide audiences across Ukraine, 
protecting more animals from harm and 
ensuring abusers are held to account. 

GET INVOLVED! 
Fundraise as you shop 
Many thanks to all our supporters 
who choose to donate to 
Naturewatch Foundation when 
shopping online. If you haven’t 
signed up yet, it’s easy and 
completely FREE. 

4,000 shops and sites will donate to 
us when you use ‘Easy Fundraising’ 
to do your online shopping - at no 
extra cost to you! Every donation 
you raise makes a difference so 
please sign up today.

Online Humane Education 
Course

 369 people have successfully 
completed the course since the 
platform was launched five years ago

 To date, the training has been 
cascaded down to 3,500 to 4,000 
children each year, on average

 We currently have 52 people being 
trained – 43 teachers and 9 animal 
advocates who work for NGOs 

Our online humane education course 
provides the much-needed, essential 
avenue for teachers seeking to introduce 
a humane education programme 
within their school to teach children the 
importance of respecting and caring for 
animals and the environment in which 
they live. 

In the past, one of the main reasons for 
the lack of humane education in schools 
was teachers not having the necessary 
knowledge in this area, and this was 
due to the absence of quality and 
integral teaching material in their native 
language.

Our extensive training provides all the 
necessary tools for teachers and animal 
advocates to teach humane education 
lessons to schoolchildren in Russian 
and Ukrainian-speaking countries. It’s 
accessible, interesting and efficient. 
Anyone can take the course regardless 
of where they live. 

Tutor-student communication is 
conducted via a forum, Skype phone 
and video calls and email. The students’ 
knowledge is assessed on a regular 
basis during the programme and points 
awarded, with a final assessment at the 
end. Successful completion results in a 
certificate being issued.

This project plays an important role in 
helping to sway the attitudes of people 
towards treating animals in a humane 

and compassionate way -  
http://humedu.net.ua/

One of the students, Nadia, posted: I am 
in the process of taking the course which I 
find very interesting and instructive. I have 
already gained a lot of new and useful 
knowledge. I like this course. I will try to 
learn all the material.

GET INVOLVED! 
Donate in memory
Give in memory gifts helped to 
support our projects in Ukraine 
in 2019. Whether you make a 
donation, collect at a funeral or 
take a challenge in their memory, 
it’s a special way of celebrating the 
life of a loved one.



World Animal Day 2019 broke all previous records!

Naturewatch Foundation has 
coordinated the World Animal Day 
movement since 2003 and its continued 
growth is astonishing. Every year we 
think we’ve reached the peak, but the 
following year we are proven wrong! 

On October 4, hundreds of thousands 
of animal lovers worldwide united in 
support of this powerful movement to 
raise the status of animals. 

 World Animal Day 2019 prompted 
hundreds of inspiring events to be 
held around the globe!

 The hashtag, #WorldAnimalDay, 
trended in 56 countries!

 It reached 39 million people around 
the world on social media!

Celebrities, authors, artists, public 
figures, sports personalities and clubs 
all helped draw attention to the day and 
its primary purpose – to raise the status 
of animals worldwide. 

Media outlets and TV stations around 
the world played a hugely valuable 
role in raising awareness, including 
children’s programmes, to help sew 
seeds of compassion in the hearts of 

the younger generation – tomorrow’s 
leaders. In Egypt, World Animal Day 
Ambassador Mai Hamada appeared on 
Nile TV International to raise awareness 
of her work with Alexandria Turtle and 
Wildlife Rescue. In the USA, Pat Chan, 
our Panamanian Ambassador, was 
interviewed on BCTV’s ‘A Close-Up 
Look at Animal Welfare Issues’, speaking 
about the highly successful spay/neuter 
programme she leads at Spay Panama.

Multinational organisations, 
businesses and workplaces were keen 
to show their philanthropic side by 
getting involved, with some donating a 
portion of their sales to animal charities. 

Schools, universities, monuments, 
libraries, museums and countless others 
spread the message that we should all 
act for animals – before it’s too late! 

Police forces were particularly active 
this year, especially Ukraine’s patrol 
police, who are currently undergoing 
Naturewatch Foundation’s well-received 
training course, which focuses on the 
link between animal crime and other 
types of criminal activity. 

Unsurprisingly, the most prolific 
participants were those involved in 
animal rescue on a daily basis. We were 
astonished by the response from the 
animal welfare community this year! 
October 4 is a perfect opportunity 
for NGOs to promote their work and 

for smaller organisations to raise their 
profile and gain new supporters.

In the UK, actors Rula Lenska and 
Maureen Lipman appeared on ITV’s 
‘Lorraine’ show to tell approximately 
750,000 viewers how, and why, they 
became involved with World Animal 
Day. Some of their popular ‘Coronation 
Street’ colleagues posed for photos 
with the World Animal Day ‘I Care 
About Animals’ poster. As patrons of 
Naturewatch Foundation, Rula Lenska, 
Dan Richardson, Wendy Turner-Webster 
and Anneka Svenska kindly filmed 
special messages for October 4.

We were surprised and encouraged by 
the number of countries, governments 
and politicians worldwide expressing 
their support for World Animal Day on 
social media. 

People around the globe spoke up 
for animals in a huge variety of ways 
including making pledges, signing 
petitions, volunteering, social media 
and by organising events which were 
more impressive than ever before! 

This year’s World Animal Day grant 
winners, Liberia Animal Welfare & 
Conservation Society (LAWCS), visited 
46 schools in the region. Each school 
organised a programme that included 
community awareness, a parade and 
educational animal-related activities. Over 
500 children took part!

F.R.I.E.N.D.S. Horse Rescue & Sanctuary 
in Florida, USA, held an open day, where 
they encouraged visitors to volunteer and 
meet their lovely residents!

Palembang Voice for Animals held a silent campaign in Indonesia’s oldest city, drawing 
public attention to the plight of animals in honour of World Animal Day. These committed 
volunteers prove that you don’t have to be a huge organisation to make an impact and be 
noticed.

For the past three years, a group of 
volunteers has been feeding street 
animals in New Delhi, India. They used 
this special day to encourage kindness 
to strays and collect contributions in the 
community. They also raised awareness 
of proper waste disposal to prevent the 
ingestion of plastic by free-roaming cows.

During their annual World Animal Day 
‘spay-a-thon’, Ambassador organisation, 
Spay Panama, managed to find time to 
take a photo with the logo!

PAW Foundation, one of our Ambassador 
organisations in Bangladesh, spoke up 
for working horses on World Animal Day. 
A human chain was formed in front of the 
National Press Club in Dhaka lobbying 
against the abuse of working horses.

In Taiwan, Ambassador organisation, 
Help-Save-A-Pet Fund, collaborated with 
two well-known artists to organise a huge 
art exhibition and animal welfare lectures. 
Also, over 50 celebrities such as singers, 
actors, models and vets united to launch 
an online petition to help improve the lives 
of Taiwan’s animals. 

In Kyiv, Ukraine, representatives of 
Naturewatch Foundation organised a 
number of animal-related activities at the 
British School. 

In Canada, Roxibooks held an ‘Evening 
of Kindness, Love & Bananas’! A children’s 
book series was launched, aimed at 
reducing cruelty through education and 
awareness. A documentary was also 
shown, which focused on elephants being 
used as entertainment.

Edgar’s Mission Farm Animal Sanctuary, 
in Australia, held a vegan lunch for 30 
special guests. The meal was followed 
by a tour of the sanctuary to meet some 
of its 450 residents. What a great way to 
celebrate October 4!

Our Ambassador in Honduras, AHPRA, 
organised a ‘feeding time’ for homeless 
animals in a district of Tegucigalpa. 
They also distributed posters and leaflets 
advising the community that cruelty to 
animals is against the law.

GET INVOLVED! 
…in World Animal Day
We hope you feel inspired and 
motivated to take part in World 
Animal Day next year! It doesn’t 
matter how much time you 
have – there are many levels of 
involvement. Check out  
www.worldanimalday.org.uk
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Dotted throughout this Annual Review 
you will find suggestions of how to get 
involved with our campaigning. Here 
are some other ways you can help us in 
our ongoing crusade for the animals… 

Leave a legacy
The success of the World Animal Day 
movement is largely made possible 
thanks to gifts included in Wills from 
animal lovers like you. By remembering 
Naturewatch Foundation in your Will, 
you will continue to help animals long 
after you are gone. 

How to leave your legacy

If you would like to leave a gift in your 
Will to Naturewatch Foundation, we 
recommend seeking professional advice 
to ensure that your wish will be carried 
out as you intend. You will need the 
following details:
• Charity name: Naturewatch 

Foundation
• Registered address: 49 Rodney Road, 

Cheltenham, GL50 1HX 
• Registered charity number: 1039679 

(England and Wales)

An example of wording you could use:

I leave my residuary estate to Naturewatch 
Foundation, 49 Rodney Road, Cheltenham, 
GL50 1HX, registered charity number 
1039679 (England and Wales), absolutely 
for its general charitable purposes and I 
declare that the receipt of the treasurer or 
other proper officer for the time being shall 
be a sufficient discharge to my executors.

Donate through your salary
Thanks to supporters donating via 
Payroll Giving, we were able to provide 
more police training courses in 2019. 

Payroll Giving is a tax-free way you 
can donate regularly to Naturewatch 
Foundation. Donations are deducted 
from your salary before tax so for every 
£1.00 that you give it will only cost you 
80p, and if you’re a higher rate taxpayer 
it will only cost you 60p. 

Regular donations help us plan ahead 
more effectively, so please do consider 
this valuable, tax-free option. 

Please ask your employer to set this up 
for you and help us achieve our mission.

Using social media to 
fundraise online
Did you know that you can host a 
Birthday Fundraiser on your Facebook 
page? You will need to add your birthday 
to your Facebook profile, then two 
weeks before your birthday Facebook 
will give you an option to host a 
fundraiser. Simply choose Naturewatch 
Foundation as your charity to fundraise 
for and select a target amount you’d like 
to raise. 

What better way to share your favourite 
cause and receive a ‘gift’ from far off 
family and friends? 

Thanks to supporters who organised 
a Facebook fundraiser, we were able 
to raise public awareness about 
puppy farming by displaying posters 
at motorway service stations around 
London (see cover story) and are 
seeking to expand this initiative to 
other areas in 2020. 

Monthly donations 
If you are able to set up a regular 
monthly donation (and haven’t already 
done so), you will be helping to ensure 
that Naturewatch Foundation is 
prepared to address any challenges our 
investigations might uncover and enable 
our vital work to continue. 

Share your story
Our Animal Crime Manager was 
contacted by one family who had 
experienced a distressing ordeal when 
trying to purchase a puppy via an online 
advert in the south-east of England. 

After initial contact with the seller, 
the family drove from London with 
their children intending to view the 
puppy with its mother in its own home. 
Struggling to contact the seller as 
previously agreed, the situation became 
distressing and this increased when 
the family finally managed to contact 
the seller who was elusive and, when 
questioned, hung up. 

The family, realising there was to be no 
puppy for Christmas, had to console 
their very upset children on the drive 
home and explain some of the harsh 
facts of life. This was made worse for the 
children as they had told their friends 
they were getting a puppy.

On the way home, the family stopped at 
a motorway service station, where the 
father saw our poster and immediately 
rang our Animal Crime Manager for 
advice. Our investigator took the case 
on but was unable to pursue it due to 
a probable alias name and the use of a 
pay-as-you-go ‘burner’ phone. 

A stark reminder that the puppy farming 
industry involves deceit, fraud and 
organised crime, as well as causing a 
great deal of stress for families who 
unwittingly expose their children to 
emotional upset and false expectations.

Leaflet distribution and 
organising stalls 
Help make a difference! Anything 
you can do to help inform friends 
and/or the general public in support 
of our campaigns would be greatly 
appreciated.

More ways to get involved…

Hold a stall in support of World Animal Day

Our poster in a service station on the M25


