
Rt. Hon. Owen Paterson MP 
Secretary of State 
Defra 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London SW1P 3JR 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Paterson 
 
 
In light of Defra’s recent announcement that badger culling is to commence in 
June, I felt compelled to write to you. 
 
I simply cannot understand why you are choosing to go ahead with this senseless 
stunt, which will never solve TB in cattle.  Scientific evidence, of which there is a 
mountain, proves that culling will cost farmers more than it saves them and, 
furthermore, it will spread TB into previously unaffected areas. 
 
Not only is public opinion firmly against a cull, the government’s claim that its 
plan to cull is “science led” has been shot down by Lord Krebs, who carried out 
the 10-year scientific study at a cost of £50 million which found that culling is not 
the solution. Lord Krebs called it “mindless” and signed a letter with 31 other 
eminent scientists demanding the government reconsider its plan. Despite this, 
Defra continues to insist that its decision to cull “wholly conforms to the science.” 
 
In addition, MPs have debated the issue, which resulted in a vote of 147 to 28 
against culling. MPs called on the government to implement the more sustainable 
and humane solution of both a vaccination programme for badgers and cattle, 
along with improved testing and biosecurity.  This is the only way forward if we 
are to get bovine TB under control. 
 
If our MPs represent the people, why is this vote being ignored? I believe it’s because the 
government is more interested in getting re-elected than on solving bovine TB!  
The government is bowing to lobbying by the National Farmers Union who 
represent the farming industry; an industry which supports the Government and 
is a major funder of the Conservative Party.  
 
Defra’s track record is going from bad to worse as it makes one bad decision after 
another.  It wasn’t that long ago that we were hearing about the woodland fiasco 
when Defra was forced into a U-turn, brought about by huge public outcry, 
against the bid to sell 258,000 hectares of publicly-owned forest and woodland in 
England!  And how long must we wait for Defra to address problems concerning 
dangerous and stray dogs?  In the meantime, underground dog owners are busy 
organizing illegal dog fights that lead to horrific injuries and death.  
 
I implore you to reconsider your plan to cull before Defra gets itself into another 
fine mess.  Instead, adopt a genuinely science-led policy focusing resources on a 
humane approach.   

 
	  	  
	  
	   Yours	  sincerely	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Your	  signature	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  Print	  your	  name	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  


