Welcome to the
2015 Annual Review
Naturewatch Foundation continues to evolve and adapt to a world
where animal suffering is still a daily occurrence. Campaigning ‘as usual’
no longer generates the required pressure to bring about meaningful
change and, as you will see in our report, we have addressed this by
focusing our resources on key issues along with a new way of working.
Making positive change happen is not only attainable for animal welfare
professionals, it’s also within everyone’s reach. Whoever you are and wherever you
are, with passion and commitment we can all help improve the lives of animals.
We can conclude that 2015 was a year of good progress, with growing support for
our projects and campaigns and increased global awareness of the World Animal Day
movement, sponsored by Naturewatch Foundation.
We take nothing for granted and always remember that your donations and loyal
support are the foundation and core of our organisation. With difficult challenges
ahead, we will appreciate your assistance more than ever in 2016.

Puppy Farming
Puppy farming is the intensive
farming of dogs – a form of cruelty
to man’s best friend which deserves
urgent attention today.
Despite widespread media coverage
Britain still hasn’t tackled the
problem. That’s why the results of our
nationwide 2015 Great British Puppy
Survey (see pic below, as featured by
Peter Egan), are so important.

We look forward to continuing this journey with all of you and improving the outlook
for the animals we strive to protect.

Animal Experiments
Breeding and selling beagles for
laboratory tests dominated our Animal
Experiments campaign through 2015,
because Government approved plans
for a new unit for 200 bitches and
litters in Grimston, Yorkshire.
We found that this approval broke UK
and European guidance (and possibly
legislation) because plans meant none
of the dogs would ever have access to
outdoor space. Publishing this finding has
helped encourage a formal judicial review
of the Home Office approval, which is
currently underway.
Statistics on UK use of animals in
experiments showed one of the highest
numbers for thirty years at 3.87 million.
As a result we published a guide to
the worrying trends which the latest
statistics highlighted. We followed this
with a visit to the Animals in Science
Regulation Unit, where we appealed for

additional information about the scientific
standards of tests in the UK, and the
failure to address our calls for repeal of
the Secrecy Clause. Our volunteer team
has since confirmed, by writing to MPs
and ministers, that the Secrecy Clause
review has been combined with a revision
of the Freedom of Information Act due
in 2016. This theme of Government
delaying tactics continued with a so‑called
ban on animal testing of household
products, providing no clear answers
to our questions about testing on their
ingredients. But ingredients which are also
used in commercial cleaners, solvents
or other products will still be subject to
tests. This could apply to any chemical, so
concerned shoppers won’t know whether
new cleaners, creams, polishes, paints and
adhesives are tested on animals. That’s
why it’s as important as ever to invest
in our Compassionate Shopping Guide,
which highlights the brands animal lovers
can trust.

The results, which we’ll publish in the
spring, will show how 5,000 people in
the UK have found and bought a puppy,
a study never undertaken before. We’ve
also surveyed councils nationwide to
ascertain their approach to checking
dog breeding and sales, and enforcing
the law. The huge variations we found
will inform our response to the national
consultation in March.
Working with a new team of volunteers
we’ve also reviewed and tracked puppy
sales online across four areas of the
country, compiling evidence of illegal
and unlicensed dog selling. The team
has found households in each region
that re-sell farmed litters to unsuspecting
buyers, acting as black market pet shops.
All of this information has helped us
design our new Puppy Pack, the guide
for new owners to claim against rogue
puppy sellers in court if they find that
a sale was misleading. This will help
empower new owners to crack down on
the cruel trade. You can read more about
the puppy buyer’s information and legal
pack by visiting the campaign pages on
our website, or contact our office.
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World Animal Day – 4 October

In Uganda, The Big Fix conducted a
five-day free veterinary field clinic in the
remote villages of Gulu District.

With the help and support of our wonderful team of Ambassadors, World Animal
Day 2015 was a resounding success and made animal issues front page news
around the globe.

HART is delighted they were able to stop
the community from killing the dogs by
providing a practical solution. Lukla sits at
an altitude of 9,383 ft. and is the gateway to
the Mount Everest trekking route.

From Australia to Zimbabwe, and all countries in-between, this special day was
celebrated in a huge variety of ways, irrespective of nationality, religion, faith or
political ideology. World Animal Day unites the animal welfare movement, mobilising
it into a global force to make the world a better place for animals.

Pet Run held to raise awareness of animal
welfare while promoting a healthy lifestyle.

Through increased awareness and education we will create a world where animals are
always recognised as sentient beings and full regard is always paid to their welfare.
Once again, wonderfully inspiring events took place around the world this year to help raise the status of animals. For example,
in Egypt, an end to the barbaric killing of stray animals was achieved by S.P.A.R.E. led by its founder Amina Abaza. This amazing
accomplishment marks historical progress in the society’s ongoing fight to protect the country’s animals. Here in the UK, our very own
Poet in Residence, Susan Richardson, wrote a special poem to mark World Animal Day 2015. Read it on the World Animal Day website.

In Nairobi, Kenya, the KVA organised a
march to raise awareness of World Animal
Day and its Mission.

In Latchington, UK, volunteers of Angel
Watch Rescue and Rehome participated in
a sponsored 24-hour Kennel Lock-in – no
luxuries, they lived exactly as the dogs do
while they wait for a new home.

In Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, 2,600 people
took part in a 10km Wild Run and a 3km

World Animal Day Grant

In Taipei, Taiwan, a number of events
were organised by the ‘Help Save a Pet
Fund ‘including a TV programme to raise
awareness of World Animal Day and its
mission and talks about animal welfare
were presented to schoolchildren.

The winner of the World Animal Day Grant 2015 was the Tanzania Animal Welfare
Society to carry out a project in Mpwapwa, a poor, rural area in central Tanzania.
The project aims to improve the health and welfare of working donkeys and bring about
permanent change for the roaming animals in the district, allowing people and animals
to live in harmony.
With your generous support, this is the second year we’ve been able to make this grant
available to our 91 World Animal Day Ambassadors who are working hard to address
many terrible situations of animal suffering in 76 countries around the world. As you are
well aware, in many countries animal welfare is given next to no attention and funds for
animal-related projects are very hard to find.

In Budapest, Hungary, the Rex
Foundation organised entertainment
suitable for the entire family including
concerts, competitions, a photo contest
and a presentation ceremony to officially
recognise the work of organisations and
individuals who strive to protect animals.
Also in Taipei, the team at Pet Friends
Alliance hosted a fair during which
government officials and animal welfare
groups signed a pledge calling for a
zero euthanasia policy for abandoned
animals. Hundreds of people attended
the event and activities included music,
performances, a photo gallery of animals
seeking new homes and a responsible pet
ownership workshop.

In Sri Lanka, the Otara Foundation,
supported by other animal welfare
organisations, encouraged policymakers,
parliamentarians, and the President to pass
a long overdue Animal Welfare Bill.

In Lukla, Nepal, the local community
asked HART to make the difficult journey
to their village to carry out the first ever
vaccination, spaying/neutering and
treatment clinic. It was a huge success and

The grant enabled a total of 2,438 donkeys, 2,659 dogs and 123 cats to be reached with
veterinary care, wound treatment and vaccination against rabies. In addition, 1,086
dogs and 65 cats were sterilised. Most animals were brought to the outreach veterinary
clinics by children and the opportunity was used to educate them about their animal
ownership responsibilities. If you would like more information about this comprehensive
project, why it was needed, its objectives and what it’s achieved, please either visit our
website or contact our office.

Compassionate Shopping Guide
In Atlanta, USA, ‘One More Generation’
asked students to sign a pledge to show
they care about animals. Each student
wrote their own pledge which featured
on the World Animal Day Facebook page,
along with pledges made by people from
throughout the world who are standing
up for the rights of animals.

In Nairobi, Kenya, ANAW celebrated
by holding free animal health clinics to
provide rabies vaccinations, deworming,
grooming and education in two venues
within the suburbs of Nairobi. A total of
126 dogs and 48 cats were treated.

www.worldanimalday.org.uk

In July we were overwhelmed at the
response we received upon publishing
the 14th edition of our Compassionate
Shopping Guide, covering personal
care, household cleaning and, for the
first time, pet products.
Since day one we have followed the
animal testing policy of the parent
company making our endorsement criteria
the strictest in the UK. Why? Ultimately,
profits made by a subsidiary could be
used to fund the activities of the parent
company. It’s the 21st century – companies
should no longer be inflicting pain and
suffering upon innocent animals simply to
increase company profits!
When the full EU Cosmetics Testing Ban
came into force in 2013, an achievement
you helped bring about, many people

thought: we’ve won – no more animal
testing of personal care products! If only
that were true. Although a wonderful
step forward, the ban only applies to
NEW cosmetics and toiletries brought
to the market place since the ban, not
the ones that were already in the shops
manufactured by companies we don’t
endorse such as L’Oréal. Every single
one of those products was developed
using animal testing and profits from
sales can still be used to fund animal
testing elsewhere in the world during the
development of new, ‘miracle’ ingredients
for use in personal care products to sell
outside Europe.
Boycotting companies such as L’Oréal
sends a clear message that we won’t
rest until animal testing for personal care
products is banned throughout the world.

Using your purchasing power to only
support companies that have committed
to cruelty free is
one of the most
effective ways
that you can
help end animal
experiments.
The Compassionate
Shopping Guide
tells the story in
black and white, no
grey areas, steering
you quickly and
easily through the
cruelty free maze.
It tells you which
companies say
they don’t test on animals when they are
owned by giants like L’Oréal.

www.naturewatch.org

Ukraine

Your continued support of our work
in Ukraine has ensured we continue
to contribute massively towards
improving animal welfare standards
across the country.
Here is a summary of what you helped
achieve in 2015. More detailed information
was included in a letter sent to you in early
December and comprehensive coverage
can be found on our website.
In Lutsk, your kind donations enabled us
to provide assistance to the Volyn Society
who run the city’s Laska animal shelter,
responsible for stray control on behalf
of the City Council. The war in Ukraine
continues to make life difficult for people
and animals, but your generous support
has made it possible for us to provide the
lifeline they were crying out for.
You helped provide veterinary equipment,
a rescue vehicle and medication, making
it possible for the Laska vets to save the
lives of even more animals. We also helped
the cities of Rivne, Chernivtsi and Lutsk

Mikolaiv, has now been incorporated into
the education curriculums of all four cities.

conduct official dog counts to accurately
measure the extent of the stray problem
in each city. Based on the findings, we
issued reports and put together humane
and sustainable stray animal control
programmes for each of the cities to
follow.
As well as rescuing and treating
abandoned animals, we also continue
to address the root of the problem
through education. With your help, we’ve
developed an education programme for
primary school children to teach them to
respect animals as sentient beings which,
after a series of Teacher Training Seminars
and extensive trials in Kiev, Lviv, Lutsk and

In 2015 our educational programme was
officially recognised and endorsed by
Ukraine’s Ministry of Education who has
asked us to conduct further Seminars/
Workshops for teachers in other regions
of Ukraine. Therefore, in 2016, with your
continued support, we will build and
expand this successful programme.

Finally, In Kharkov, on the edge of the war
zone, we continue to fund a spay/neuter
clinic for pets owned by people on a low
income and community dogs.

Volunteering
In July we launched the Naturewatch
Foundation Action Network for
volunteers across the UK. Through
the network anyone can take part in our
campaigns in ways that suit their interests
and free time. So far 20 people have
joined the team and begun with research,
by identifying ethical businesses, or by
planning local events and talks.

for tougher local regulations, as well as
special attention for the plight of beagles
bred for laboratory testing in the UK.
Planning for a busy summer, the Action
Network introduced the Great British
Puppy Survey to local groomers, pet
food sellers and vets in their area. This
really helped grow the number of survey
respondents, but also led to invitations
to speak to local community groups and
attend events to help improve public
understanding of our campaigns. At
Naturewatch Foundation HQ we’ve also
booked space at two big events, the
Bristol Festival of Nature in June and the
annual Cheltenham Paws in the Park day
in August. If you’ll be in the area, come and
say hello!

The first volunteers started by tracking
puppy adverts online in their area, like the
one pictured here. The team have also
reviewed their local Councils’ policies on
dog breeding and selling, enabling them to
report breaches and rogue trading and to
make sure action is taken on dogs’ behalf.
Using this evidence the group has gone on
to write to Councillors and MPs appealing

And finally…
Comprehensive coverage of our work is available on our website,
www.naturewatch.org, but if you don’t have access to the
internet, please contact our office and we’ll be delighted to post
the information to you.
Please be assured that your privacy and security is very important
to us. We have always treated our supporters’ personal details
with the utmost confidentiality and will continue to do so. If you
would like to learn more about our Privacy Policy, it’s available on
our website or we will happily post you a copy.

Here at Naturewatch Foundation we love staying in touch with
our supporters. Some of you give your time, some help financially,
and some even help us with both. However you’re helping our
team, we want you to know that we greatly value and respect
your continued support.
Warm regards

The Naturewatch Foundation Team

For a more comprehensive coverage of our work please visit our websites: www.naturewatch.org / www.worldanimalday.org.uk

