
                              to the second edition of this bi-annually issued PAW E-newsletter. 
First of all, farewell to Chief Constable Dave Jones, co-chair of PAW and 
NPCC lead for Wildlife Crime and Rural Affairs. There has been great 
progress during Mr Jones' time in post; most notably the National 
Wildlife Crime Policing Strategy, which is due to be launched shortly. 
We wish Mr Jones a happy retirement and thank him for all of his work 
with and support to PAW. We will keep you updated regarding a new 
co-chair of PAW once a new NPCC lead for Wildlife Crime is established.  
In the meantime, we look forward to seeing many of you at the next PAW 
Engagement Forum on 8th June.

PARTNERSHIP FOR ACTION AGAINST

Welcome

Enforcers Conference 2017

The annual Wildlife Enforcers' Conference, held in 
November 2017, brought together police and 
partners to discuss wildlife law enforcement. The 
conference was a great success, attended by 33 police 
forces and a variety of important stakeholders. 

A wide range of subject areas were covered including: 
wildlife crime prevention, wildlife crime enforcement 
and the links to organised international criminality. 

The conference also featured an inspiring after-dinner 
talk from world-famous explorer and writer Sir 
Ranulph Fiennes OBE.  It was a privilege to hear Sir 
Ranulph deliver such an engaging speech. On behalf 
of PAW, we would like to thank him for his generosity 
and time. 

The 2018 conference will be held at Emergency 
Planning College, Hawkhills, Easingwold on the 1st 
and 2nd December. This will be the 30th conference 
and this landmark will be celebrated with engaging 
talks and workshops. The format will follow previous 
successful conferences and we will see the return of 
the workshops this year, along with more case studies 
and an overseas speaker. 

Day and weekend delegate packages are available. 
For more information and booking forms please 
contact Craig Fellowes:

 craig@wildlifetraining.co.uk

May 2018

Richard Pullen, Head of Wildlife Policy, Defra, Co-Chair of PAW

mailto:craig@wildlifetraining.co.uk


Historically, Naturewatch Foundation has 
run various campaigns and investigations 
into badger persecution. 

In 2017, it revised its campaign with an aim to bring 
an end to badger baiting, sett digging, illegal lamping, 
killing, and other acts of cruelty towards badgers 
involving the use of dogs. 

The aim was to see more perpetrators brought to 
justice and to achieve this, the charity, in partnership 
with the Badger Trust, began a series of badger crime 
training courses to police forces across England and 
Wales. This has been extended this year and its 
envisaged that most forces will have received training 
by the end of 2018.

The charity is pleased to be a member of PAW, 
Wildlife and Countryside Link, and the UK Badger 
Priority Delivery Group, in which Nature Watch's 
newly appointed Wildlife Crime Adviser, Andy 
Swinburne sits as secretariat of the Delivery Group.

Naturewatch Foundation is also conducting its own 
investigations into badger crime and through covert 
means will pass on quality information to 
enforcement agencies.

The Wildlife Crime Adviser role is to represent 
Naturewatch Foundation with partners including 
PAW, and it is hoped that the charity can increase its 
influence with the fundamental decision-making 
processes amongst its peers and help contribute 
collectively towards combatting wildlife crime and the 
UK strategic response to illegal badger persecution.

Further information is available via 
http://naturewatch.org/ or via 
andrew@naturewatch.org OCTOBER 4

Andrew Swinburne, Wildlife Crime Adviser, NatureWatch Foundation

Nature Watch

Naturewatch Foundation is a 
registered charity based in 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, 
that has been speaking out on 
behalf of animals for over 25 
years. Their mission is to end 
animal cruelty and advance 
animal welfare standards. 

The charity achieves this through campaigning 
peacefully against animal abuse, lobbying to improve 
animal protection legislation, raising awareness 
through education, and by being sole sponsors and 
coordinators of the World Animal Day movement to 
raise the status of animals around the globe.

Currently they have campaigns against Badger 
Baiting, Puppy Farming, Animal Experiments, and 
Cruelty-free shopping in the UK.  In Ukraine they run 
numerous Stray Dog Welfare projects, and also a 
School Education Programme.  Worldwide, they fund 
various projects through World Animal Day (4th 
October).

http://naturewatch.org/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23endwildlifecrime


Superintendent Brian Kee, PSNI Service Lead for 
Wildlife Crime, said:

“We are delighted to have been of assistance in 
the fight against wildlife crime, and are pleased 
to be able to continue to work with our 
partners. In total, 138 peregrine chicks have 
fledged this year, compared to the average 
annual production of 109. As far as we are 
aware, the Police Service of Northern Ireland is 
one of the first Police Services in the UK to use 
this technology in this way. The Police Service of 
Northern Ireland takes all types of crime 
seriously and this includes wildlife crime.” 

Submitted by PAW Northern Ireland Raptor Sub-Group

This award is shared between PSNI and 
the many teams that contributed to the 
success of this initiative, such as the Air 
Support Unit, local Police Sergeant and 
Corporate Communications Department, 
Northern Ireland Raptor Study Group and 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency.

Upcoming events

Key events coming up include:

! PAW Engagement Forum:
8 June – Kew Gardens

! International Illegal Wildlife Trade Conference:  
10-11 October – London.  Follow 
#endwildlifecrime on social media for latest 
news and information

! Wildlife Crime Enforcers':
Conference  1-2 December 2018 - 
The Hawkhills, Easingwold

7 November 2017 - Police Service of 
Northern Ireland won acclaimed award 
for 'Operation Peregrine Watch’

The Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) and 
partners have won the prestigious 2017 Wildlife 
Crime Operation of the Year Award – sponsored 
by WWF – for their outstanding contribution to 
reducing peregrine falcon persecution in Northern 
Ireland through the pioneering use of drones.
“Operation Peregrine Watch” made national news 
after it launched in February. The team used 
innovative drone technology, a UK wildlife crime 
first, to keep check on falcon nests in at-risk areas 
and reduce the chance of illegal killings and egg 
collection. The operation has been a clear success 
and has helped the number of peregrine nests to 
increase in Northern Ireland from an average of 
49 per year in 2016 to 55 in 2017. One of these 
sites that recorded successful breeding pairs was 
in Co. Armagh, which had new chicks for their first 
time in 15 years.

Niki Rust, WWF Wildlife Technical Advisor said:

“WWF is delighted that the Police Service of 
Northern Ireland and their partners have won the 
Wildlife Crime Operation of the Year Award for 
Operation Peregrine Watch. The peregrine falcon 
is a symbol of our national wildlife heritage that 
has been ruthlessly persecuted through years of 
illegal killings and the removal of eggs and chicks 
for collections and falconry. It's through the clever 
use of advanced technology, such as the drones, 
and the tireless work of all those in PSNI that we 
can ensure that these birds are monitored and 
protected all year round.”

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23endwildlifecrime
https://raptorpersecutionscotland.wordpress.com/2017/11/23/new-report-reveals-widespread-raptor-persecution-in-northern-ireland/
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