
Rt Hon Lynne Featherstone MP                                             Date: ................................................ 

Minister of State 

Home Office 

2 Marsham Street 

London  

SW1P 4DF 

 

Dear Lynne Featherstone 

I am a supporter of Naturewatch Foundation, and I am writing to congratulate you on your new 

appointment at the Home Office, and to say how pleased I am to learn that the government will be 

honouring its election pledge to end the testing of household products, and their ingredients, on animals. 

This is wonderful news as, I have to say that, I’ve been most disappointed that next to no progress has been 

made towards achieving this goal during the past 4 years, or so it would appear. 

I understand that your predecessor, Norman Baker, wrote to Naturewatch Foundation on 10th September 

reaffirming the Government’s commitment to keep this promise, and that your department is looking to 

develop a solution that is workable and sensible, and does not lead to a chain of unforeseen circumstances.  

I find this news most reassuring and appreciate that it may not be an issue that is as straightforward to 

resolve as it may initially seem.    

Like me, I’m sure you believe that it’s unacceptable to use animals during the development of new products 

that are simply duplicating similar products that are already in the marketplace and effective for the 

purpose intended.      

Since 1991 Naturewatch Foundation has campaigned against the use of animals to conduct toxicity tests on 

cosmetics, toiletries and household cleaning products.  In 1998, I celebrated the government’s decision to 

ban toxicological procedures involving cosmetics and toiletry ingredients and products and again, on 11th 

March 2013, when the EU total ban came into force ending the sale of cosmetics and toiletries developed 

using animal testing anywhere in the world.   

I agree wholeheartedly with Naturewatch Foundation when they say that now is the ideal time to introduce 

a ban on the testing of household products and their ingredients on animals.  The fact that few or no 

animals are currently being used in toxicological procedures for the purpose of substances used in the 

household is the very reason why now is the perfect time for a ban to be brought into force.   I understand 

that the UK Cosmetic Testing Ban was also introduced at a time when few animals were being used in the 

development of these types of product.  

A ban will serve as a statement of principle by the UK; ensure no further animals suffer during the 

development of household products in the UK; and send a strong message to the EU and the rest of the 

world. 

The welfare of animals is a subject that’s very close to my heart, and the hearts of many people in this 

country.  Therefore, I believe it’s crucial that Ministers keep this promise to help the animals – being 

especially important due to the forthcoming general election.   I shall look forward to hearing more about 

this very important matter again soon. 

Yours sincerely 
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