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CANINE FERTILITY
CLINICS
A new frontier in the fight against puppy farms
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We’ve all heard of puppy farms, but demand for dogs during the

Covid-19 pandemic has helped to fuel the growth of a new kind of

business: Canine Fertility Clinics (CFCs). 

These 'clinics' appear to offer veterinary services, but they are

often run by people who are not vets, and many operate with no

veterinary involvement whatsoever. These puppy laboratories are

creating #FrankensteinPuppies who are destined to suffer for

their looks. 

The number of CFCs has exploded during the pandemic and our

Animal Crime Investigators have seen a worrying rise in unethical

and potentially unlawful practises. 

Concerned by what we were seeing, we conducted a six-week
investigation into the CFC ‘sector’ in 2021.

Read on to learn about:

Canine Fertility Clinics



Allowing people with no
veterinary training or
supervision to carry out invasive
procedures on dogs. This

includes artificial insemination

and blood tests. Only trained vets

are allowed to perform veterinary

surgery under the Veterinary

Surgeons Act 1966, with some

very limited exceptions.

Illegally supplying and
administering prescription
veterinary medicines and other
controlled substances.
Medicines are regulated for a

reason. They should not be

misused or prescribed by people

who don’t have the proper

training.

Our  Investigators identified over 120

clinics, but we know the number is

higher and growing. We found

widespread evidence that CFCs are:

Actively encouraging the
selective breeding of flat-faced
dogs to produce puppies with
more and more extreme
features. This is being done with

no regard for the life-long health

and welfare of these puppies, or

their parents. Many flat-faced

mums need assistance to give

birth and over 80% of French

Bulldog puppies are delivered by

caesarean section.

We’ve also uncovered links
between CFCs and unlicensed
dog breeders. Some clinics are

even advertising puppies for sale

on the internet. Like puppy

farmers, their motivation is

money.

What we found

Veterinary Surgeon, Peter A Wedderburn (AKA Pete the
Vet), has given his professional opinion on our findings,

and has concluded that the risk of serious animal
suffering is immense.



What we're doing about CFCs

Our Investigators have been
gathering intelligence about CFCs
since 2020. This has allowed us to
build up an expert picture of this
growing sector, and we’ve been
sharing our findings with the
authorities. This includes a
comprehensive research report for
government and regulatory
agencies, as well as intelligence files
about specific cases. 

We can’t share this confidential
information, but we can tell you that
thanks to our research and
intelligence gathering, regulatory
bodies are starting to take action
against CFCs that are engaging in
illegal practices. We’ve also been
liaising with enforcement bodies
and policy officials to raise
awareness of this concerning trend
wherever possible. 

But there is more to do. We will keep
on reporting illegal activity when we
find it. We also now want action
from the Government. 

This is what needs to change:

1. The introduction of dedicated
regulatory guidance about Canine
Fertility Clinics to remind businesses
of their legal obligations under
animal welfare and veterinary law;

2. Increased fines for performing
veterinary surgery illegally to
properly deter criminal activity; and, 

3. Disqualification under the Animal
Welfare Act 2006 for those
convicted of performing veterinary
surgery illegally. 



How you can help

You can help by reporting any
concerns about Canine Fertility
Clinics to the RSPCA (England &
Wales), SSPCA (Scotland),  USPCA
(Northern Ireland) and to us.
 
Finally, if you’re thinking about
welcoming a dog into your home,
we would always urge you to
consider a rescue dog. If you do
decide to choose a puppy, however,
make sure you do your research so
that you can choose a responsible
breeder. Here are our top tips to help
you avoid dodgy dog breeders:

Telephone the breeder and ask
questions before making any plans
to visit – responsible breeders will be
open and happy to talk to you. This
will also help you to keep a clear
head while you gather the
information you need. If the breeder
is evasive or says anything that
doesn’t sound right, politely end the
call and move on.

Always make sure you see a puppy
with their mum and at the place
they were bred – if a breeder won’t 
allow you to see a puppy with their

mother or gives an excuse, treat this
as a huge red flag and don't proceed. 

Ask to see a puppy’s paperwork – a
vaccination record is a legal
requirement. Also ask if the puppy is
microchipped, and ask the seller to
provide and complete a puppy
contract. 

Ask to visit the puppy more than
once – good breeders will encourage
you to make repeat visits to get to
know a puppy before you commit to
taking them home. If this doesn’t
naturally come up, or if the breeder
is unwilling to let you visit more than
once, go elsewhere. 

Getting your dog from
an ethical source will

help stop the growth of
unscrupulous

businesses connected
to puppy farms and

unlicensed breeders.

https://www.rspca.org.uk/utilities/contactus/reportcruelty
https://www.scottishspca.org/
https://www.uspca.co.uk/report-cruelty
https://naturewatch.org/get-involved/report-suspected-animal-abuse/


Contact our Campaign Manager at
info@naturewatch.org for more info

#FrankensteinPuppies
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